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WILD ANTMALS

When Lincola wes first being settled, ravenous =nd dsnger-
ous animels were frequently seen in the forests. Welves sometimes
came down from the north in great pscks e2nd sttecked snd killed
sheep =nd cattle. They were slsc very destructive to the deer,
which at thet time liveé here in vast numbers.

I can remember my grandmother telling us children stories
ebcut the wolves in her earlier dsys. After the sun had gone
down on =2 cold, frosty night it was a common thing to hesar en
0ld wolf howling on scme near-by hill tov. He would keep this
up for hours, sending shivers down the bscks of 211 who hesrd
him. Then, s the moon rose higher and objects could be seen
more distinctly, other wolves could be heard answering the howls
of their lonely companicn. Sneaking cautiously end steslthily
they would creep from the hillside down through the wocds, scross
the field =2nd pssture until at last they reached the sheep barn.
Barns for keepinz sheep 2nd céttle in these days were made of
logs and were very seldom chinked. This left crecks between the
logs and mede the wolves 2ll the more ferocious. They would cirecle
sround the bara msking fierce mourns. Occasicnslly, ome or two
would sdvence to the open cracks 2nd gnesh their teeth medly in
eprrehension of the nice fat sheep - secured within. All night
long, they would keep up their ssvage cries, but they alweys
went away with the first signs of dawn.

Blsck beers, some of which weighed three or four hundreé
pounds, were quite common in those times. They were very fond of
honey sad would climb trees snd gnew into them snd feed upon the
honey, comb 2nd 211. Their flesh wss very peletable, snd their

skias,with their thick coverings of heir,were highly prized.



Wild cets were very common in the towa until within a
few yesrs sgo. The catemcunt was the king of wild beasts and
the terror of the settlers. It would sometimes kill twenty
sheep in one night. After sucking the blood of its prey it
would snesk off into the wocds.

Beavers were once very numerous sround Liancolan. The
remeins of their dams mey still be seen in verious parte of
the town. Otters, minks snd muskrst were found in sbundsnce.
Yoocdchucks, racoons and skunks sre found a2t present, though
not in so great aumbers as formerly. Weasels, gray, red striped
squirrels were once very common in the town-

Meny huge snskes have been seen ian the south pert of

the town 2nd stories concerning them vary grestly. Scme farmers
ecleim to heve found snakes on their ferms, messuriag from four
to six feet in lenght. Some of these snskes were bleck 1n'color,
some spotted 2nd some striped. It is a well known rumor thet
severel rettle snskes have been founé from time to time. It hes
been said thet one of the lerge circuses thet ceme here, lost
some of their snskes snd went away without them, this wes a good
meany years 8g0. It seems unreasonable to believe thet rattle
snskes ( of eny veriety whatsoever) could survive our wiaters.
This winter of 1936 is, of ccurse, an exception. Butterflies
have been found, meyflowers picked ian J=nuery snd it is possible
that even 8 rattle snske cculd live until spring - if the weather

continues.




THE BEAR ANT TH= JUG OF RUM

There was sn 0ld settler by the nsme of Mose,
From whence he came nobody knows.
Ee lesnded in Lincoln one stormy night,
Cold =nd hungry sad ready to fight.
His whiskers hung a2 foot from khis chin,
And they swished and sweyed ia the north eest wind
A good Lincoln fermer gave him 2 home
Until he could meke a place of his own.
Jow, becsuse he seldom teslked =nd such,
Folks thoucht he didn't amount to much.
One dey, when the sap wes running zood,
He went into the forest to cut some wood.
He carried, besides his axe snd gun,
A goodly lunch 2nd 8 Jjug of rum.
Of course, he got thirsty very soon
And decideé he couldn't weit 'till noon;
30, just 2s he sterted to take 2 drink,
Ee hesrd =2 noise thet scered him pink
Ané, when he turned around to stare,
Ze ssw the biggest, blackest besr.
He must have weighed four hundred pounds,
For when he welked he shook the ground.
Then Mose, with arms rasised in the eir,
Walked rizht up to thet ugly bear
And smashed the jug right on his head;
Anéd with a& zroan the besr fell deed.
¥ose got more thirsty ss time wore on,
But the juz wes smashed snd the rum wss zone.
So he gesthered up his remeining goods
And decided hereafter tc keep cut of the woods.
At first folks thought ke was only lazy,
But when told of the bear they saié he was crazy.
Now this is thke story of old settler Mose,
From whence he csme nobody knows.
The merit of the tale you may f2il to see,
3utI've told it to you =28 it wes told to me.
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In 1834 the women of the scuth rart of the town ceme to
the villege, by means of s spotted path throngh tre woods, to
the reising of the Methodist Church. This was over s hundred
sears 2o =2nd there were meny wild snimsls in the wcods 23 well
as Inédians rosmias sbout.

To the writer's knowledze, thers were no Indien Messscre

w

in Lincoln but %he settlers who ceme to Lincoln dur ingz the first
pert of 1800 told heir reising teles of Indisn murdsrs =hich

took place in the towns from which they ceme. ¥eny friends and
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cut by the Inéiesns. Thece stories friz ghtenec¢ some of the Lincoln
people 226 ceusec them to become suspicious ¢f =11 Indisns where-
ever seen.

Cne ¢ay my grandmother was workins ebout rer kitchea s ing-
to herself. The men of the neighbtorhooé hed e11 gone
iatc towa to ¢ muster =2né she believed the time would pess more
quickly if she kent busy. Preseatly she looked up to behgléd e
lerge Indien with featherz in his hair 2aé his “sce well veintad

Ze was sitting ia 2 cheir by “he window wetchins ker do her wmork.

inins 8pd work-
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nz the best she couléd, cssting occesionel glences et the flint
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ock zun over the door. The Indisn steyeé for scme time o5 after
ne ked tirec¢ of his visit ke left in the seme quiet menner in

“hich he he¢ come. He gext visited the bern ané shed 2nd exemined

3

everythine cerefully. After he hed Zoane away, my gre2asimother rar
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te ths neizhbers to spresd the news. The women stajed ver; close
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mizht plsa some harm as they knew the mea were swey. But a
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mischiel was done snd the men returned home that aizht to find
treir women folk ssfe.

¥ was & very common sound in the moerniax to zc out
gnd hear ths Indiesas poundéing esh, scross the leke, to get

meteriszl to meke beskets.
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Cne dgy FPeter Beesulieu snd =& men were cu

Hedgehog Liountsin nesr Folsom poné 28 they ceme upon fcour brass

enongh the next dey he took 2 teem of oxen and broke throuch the
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snow 2and broucht the kettles beck tec town. These kettles hed

néisns for boilinz down sep =2aé heve been seen
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been used by the

withia recent yesrs on the Stsnislsus property.

Heerly every one is familisr with the stery regerdéiae

g day =ad was surprised to find kim

8o scaatily claéd =2ad exvosed tc the westher.
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The ingquirer assureé him that it was not.
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There gre roads that lead north,

Apd rosds that lesd south,

Anéd rosds that lead down to the ses;
There are roads thet cost millions,

And roads thet cost bpillioans,

But they do not epoesl to me.

The rosd I like best,

Aside froem the rest,

Is nsrrow, 8nd covered with stones,

And esch night in dresms

I sm trevelinz, it seems,

Town that rcad to Eome, Sweet Eome.

And mother is there, 2nd father is there,
And the o0ld house looks just the ssme.
And the wild flowers bloom, 2nd the bees hum 2 tune,
And the sir smells sweetly of r=in.

There is gquiet sand pesce to be found in the east,
here is reesl contentment 2m rest;
And there are soft songs the whole eveninzg loag,

While the sun sinks low in the west.

Ch! these memories I cherish,

Down deep in my hesrt,

And I live them 211 over easch day.
They're better then gzold,

Cr riches untold,

For no one cen teke them away.

And when I'm discoursged snd lonesome, saé blue,

And sittingz slone, with ncthinzg to do,

¥hy, I just close my eyes and let my thouzhts roem.

I find myself welking, I heer o¢ld friends talking;

I see those dear dim lights,the glesm of my home lizhts
As I welk downa the trail nights,down thet besutiful ro=ad;
The road of my gsy deys, the rcadé of my pley days, i
The road thet lesds back to my ECY¥Z,3WIET HCMZI.
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ASLY FARMIIC DAYS

During the early pert of 1800 beesns, cora z2nd potstoss were
plented much éifferently from tedsy. 3urat land was slmost ess=a-
tiel for good crops. The plsater ususlly wore 2 kind of apron
mitk 2 lerze poczket ecross %he froat which conteined the seed

to be plented. He would welk along with hiz spud, which wss zen-

erally mede from the limb ¢f = hemlock tree. meke two or three

holes ead insert his seed gnd so on unvil =211 the seed hed been

i

plented.

Boys and girls of olden time were teuzht to milk =7 the
ege of eight or tea. It usuelly hsppened that the cow would put
her foot into a twelve guart peil of milk or kick the psil over
as 8 protest to the new milkar.

Haying wes usuelly started scon after the fourth of July.
A few pstches of gress arouad the house was mowed first sad then
next the red top andé clover fields were s ttsczed. Before mowing
machines csme into use haying was very hard worx. The
often weat to the fields socoa after sunrise anéd mowed by hand
until after seven o'clock when breskfest was served. At noon
the dianer horns could be heeré on a clee= day soundizz
from one place =2d thea saocther. It sglways csusec & heppy feel-

ing to hear the dianer horn 2.4 mea 2nd Lorses alike stcpned

L

work immedistely =znd oreparsd for dinner. These 0ld hornas have

been Gone ewegy with, but they will never be completely forgotten
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Tarmers ware often seen drivisg them ewey from their prem

3
Z wez 18€S

becsuse they believed they brought bad luck sad death warnings.
Night hewks swooped éowan from the sky and the lightening bugs
£illed the night sir with glittering sperks of fire.

The 0ld settlers, for the grester vert, lcoked forward
to *he winter moathzs with pleesant snticipstion. They wculd hesve
their homes mede werm <né cozy aad vlenty of food stered awey

in treir cellers. There wes slways

]

hepoy excitement thet
ceme with ithe first spow 2ad the first tinxle of sleigh bells.
These o0ld strings of bells, coansisted of eizht or ten in number
and were of different sizes. Soxe of the lergzer ones weighed
three fouwrths of = pound or mors. The Dells con different sleizhs

hed Gifferesnt tones and the cwrers cculd be t0ld some distance
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- +he souzd of their particular bells.
When the greet storms csme in winter snd the roscs were

blocked with snow sll the oxea saé steers ia the highway ¢ist-
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Tinters of 1836 sad 18486 were intensely cold in Lincoln =ad
surrouadiag vicinit

Beoston Harbor was repcrt ccvered with ice more thsn sn inel
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thick for four or five weeks. The Bri 2il Steemer Brittans
#hich wes adverticsed to s2il for Livervool ca Feb. 18, 1845 wes

completely hemmeé in at her berth st Zest Beston ten deys before

thet dete. Durinz “he last three or four deys of Jenuary a great
geng of mea, with cutting mechines attached to horses, cpened 8

wide chenrel for the ship to pass out tc the ocesn. The ice was
sewed ené cut into great bloeks esch c¢f which wes drewa uader the

remsining ie
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at the sides of the chennel. The great vessel saile
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thereé¢ on the ice esad loudly cheered the psssengers ead
ecrew. lieny of the young men followeé the vessel two or three
miles but founé it impossible to keep up with her.

In 1854 there wes 2 big drouzht in Meine snd the other

1h

northern vertis of the United 3tetes eest of the Mississippi river
People prayec¢ esgerly for rein =nd when it finelly did rein the
weter csme in sbundéesnce.
There were drousghts also in 1885 gnd 18%1l. The farmers
suffere¢ much inconvenience sané they hed to zo o lonz distence

sometimes to get water for their cattile.

In 1862 Bleck Tivhtkheria wes prevelent in the zouth pert

the day death occurrec. In some ceses, two or three from one
femily would be buried st cne time.

Winters of 1874-1875 will be rememoberec fcr the uaususl
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smenat of sanow. Rosés waore oftean blocked snd trevel impossible

in some of the outer sectiocns of the towa.



